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Fun…the violet kind, and the Austin kind,
awaits your arrival at the 2013 AVSA Convention!
Imagine yourself setting foot in Austin ready to
“Dance across Texas” with African violets! There
are so many fun and exciting things you can do in
Austin before, during, and after this convention. In
addition to scheduled convention tours, there are
many other “must-see” sites and activities that are
either free or very reasonable in cost.
For example, if you are a history buff and love
to visit state capitols, a great start to your sightseeing adventure is the Texas State Capitol located
on East Congress Avenue, just four blocks south of
The University of Texas in downtown Austin. It is
a three-story stone building of mock-medieval
19th century architecture, recognized as a National
Historic Landmark.
The capitol was originally constructed in 1882
to house the state government offices, the chambers of the Texas Legislature, and the offices of the
Governor of Texas. Free tours feature the Capitol,
the Texas Legislature, and the rich history of Texas.
If you have more thirst for Texas history, the
Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum will

Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum
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certainly quench it with interactive exhibits, a
special effects show, and various special films.
This museum tells the unfolding story of Texas
through a meaningful educational experience. An
IMAX Theatre, café, and gift store are connected
to the museum. Admission to the exhibit area is
$9 for adults, $8 for students, and $7 for seniors
65+.
On the University of Texas campus and within
a mile of the Bob Bullock Texas State History
Museum, you will find the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Presidential Library and Museum. Many
core exhibits, photos, and historical documents
chronicle the life and political career of our country’s 37th President. The library is adjacent to the
LBJ School of Public Affairs and is the only presidential library that does not charge an admission.
Let’s not forget Austin’s connection to nature.
Every summer, many visitors and Austin residents alike are drawn to a very unique Austin
tourist attraction. It is the Congress Avenue
Bridge. This is the place to watch over 1.5 million
bats emerge from below the bridge as they take
flight each evening immediately before dark in
search of food. The bats are Mexican free-tailed
bats migrating from Mexico to various parts of the
U.S. They weigh approximately half an ounce,
and their wingspan can be between 6 and 8
inches long. This bat colony is the largest urban
bat colony in North America. Hundreds of thousands of visitors congregate on this bridge and the
Austin American Statesman Bat Observation
Center every year to take part in this free,
enthralling nightly event. This is truly a beautiful
sight!
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Austin.” In addition to the rose, herb, and Japanese gardens, you’ll enjoy the calm and tranquil
streams, waterfalls, and Koi-filled ponds. There is
even a “prehistoric” garden that pays homage to
dinosaurs. Zilker Botanical Gardens is known for
the beauty of its rose garden, the site of many
weddings. The garden can be casually explored
through self-guided tours or through docentguided tours. Admission is $1 for children (ages
3-12), $2 for adults (ages 13-61), and $1 for
seniors (ages 62 & up).
Austin has many more fun and exciting things
Congress Avenue Bridge Bats
to do. Museum lovers will enjoy the Blanton
And speaking of nightly events, Austin is a Museum of Art at The University of Texas. The
world-renowned music scene. Austin’s largest free Blanton features American and contemporary art,
concert series is the Wednesday evening Blues on Latin art, European paintings, prints, and drawthe Green held in Zilker Park Rock Island on Barton ings. You may also consider a Texas Hill Country
Springs Road. Blues on the Green concerts offer a wine tour while enjoying the colorful wild flowers
very relaxing, comfortable music experience for along the way.
young and old. All you
The First Austin
need is a blanket or
African Violet Society
lawn chair to listen to
(FAAVS) is honored
some of the greatest
to host the 2013
blues musicians.
AVSA
Convention.
Also, in Zilker Park
Please join us as
you’ll be able to visit
“Violets Dance Across
the Zilker Botanical
Texas” from May 26,
Gardens - Austin
2013, to Sunday, June
Garden Center, a
2, 2013, at the
thirty acre garden
Renaissance Austin
venue known as the
Hotel. Austin awaits
Zilker Botanical Gardens
“jewel in the heart of
you!
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